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frosty as a spondee before scalp; he thinks that it causes
it to be intoned in a different way. I don't see how
it does that; for my part, I intone it just the same
before top as before scalp. The ordinary theory is,
I believe, that the sc of scalp acts as a sort of stile
(because of the two consonants) which you take time
to cross, so that ty must be considered as long because
of this delay of the voice, while the t of top is merely
a line across the path which gives no trouble. I don't
see it like that; at most, scalp is a slightly longer
word than top and that affects perhaps the rhythm.
of the line but not the metre; it cannot lengthen the
preceding syllable so as to turn a trochee into a
spondee. Sanskrit quantitation   is   irrelevant  here
(it is the same as Latin or Greek in this respect) for
both Milford and I agree that the classical quanti-
tative conventions are not reproducible in English:
we both spew out Bridges' eccentric rhythms.

This answers also your question as to what Mil-
ford means by "fundamental confusion" regarding
aridity. He refuses to accept the idea of metrical length.
But I am concerned with metrical as well as natural
vowel quantities. My theory is that natural length
in English depends, or can depend, on the dwelling
of the voice giving metrical value or weight to the
syllable; in quantitative verse one has to take account
of all such dwelling or weight of the voice, both
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